
 1 

  

Presbyterian ôConnectionõ 
     August 2010     Volume 16     Issue 15  

         

                  From the Pen of Reverend Terry                                                                                              

For a while our Synod was selling tee - shirts that read, òSinfully Proud to be Presbyterian.óõ  This was a 

playful way to show our loyalty and love for our denomination.  I bring this up because it captures how I 

feel about Vacation Bible School  -  Iõm proud of our congregation.  Inside youõll find an article about VBS.  

It tells a little about what was studied and gives some statistics.  But here I want to speak to the reason 

Iõm so proud of all of you. 

1)  Shirley Jensen  -  for the many hours and prayers spent as our representative in planning for VBS and 

coordinating efforts between the congregations.  She also taught the     class.  Her class was the only 

one with perfect attendance.  Thank you Shirley for the many hours you put in before VBS began.  Thank 

you for the energy, love and imagination you brought to your students and shared with all of us during 

VBS.  

2)  Norm Hockley -   for showing up bad back and all to help me teach the 5 th  ð 7 th  graders.  Thanks Norm 

for helping me keep on track and keep track of our students.  

3)   & 4) Gloria Wiles and Tywllah Schauer  -   for their role in registering students for VBS.  Thank you 

for the warm welcome you gave to the students and their parents.  

5), 6), 7), & 8) Jini Sass, Pam Hobart, Pat Erlewine, and Ken Hobart ð for your roles in the kitchen.  My 

class was always eager to see what you prepared.  The food was fun to look at as well as good to eat.  I 

recall monkey cupcakes, lamb crackers, òdirtó pudding complete with candy worms and jiggly slime squares 

(we were in the rain forest).  Pam and Pat were there everyday before 8:00 am and didnõt leave until the 

kitchen was cleaned up and prepared for the next meal.   Jini helped coordinate our donations for VBS and 

assisted in preparing meals.  Ken as usual could be found with ice cream scoop in hand, dishing out dessert 

for our Friday evening service.    Thank you for your faithfulness, your commitment of time and energy, 

your creativity and your smiles.  

9) & 10)  Garrett Carpenter  and James Taylor ð for having perfect attendance and for their enthusiastic 

participation in all of the activities.  Thank you for being so faithful in attending and for sharing about 

VBS on the Sunday morning after.  

11), 12) & 13) Vicky Baer, Fred and Norma Taylor ð for bringing James and Garrett everyday and for 

attending the Friday night finale.  Thank your for arranging your schedules and making sure these two 

young men made it to class everyday, and for all the interest you showed in what they did everyday.  

14)Bob Wiles ð for taking part on Friday night.  Thank you Bob for showing your support on Friday night.  

15)All of you ð for supporting VBS financially, with donations of food and craft supplies, and for praying 

for the workers, teachers and students.  Thank you for taking seriously your promise to proclaim the 

gospel and to love and nurture the children in then community where you live.  

16) And to anyone I may have missed in this list.  Thank you for your contribution to this amazing event!  

           Many blessings,                                                                                                                             
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Ask Terry,  
 

Dear Terry,   When I was growing up, I was taught that the King James Bible was the 

only true Bible.  Now it seems everyone has a different version of the Bible.  Even 

though the pew Bibles are New International Version, you read from the New Revised 

Standard Version during worship.  I want to read along with you but find it distracting 

when we are reading from different versions.  

Too many choices  
 
Dear Too Many Choices,   Like you I was raised on the King James Version of the Bible.  

To this day, I consider it the most poetic of the versions available.  I love hearing 

familiar passages like the 23 rd  Psalm read aloud or recited from this translation.   

 

You are right about there being many other versions available.  Since 1946, over 27 new 

English versions of the Bible as well as 25 additional English versions of the New 

Testament have been published.  You are not alone in wondering which version to choose.    

 

These versions can be word by word translations (formal equivalence) or translations of 

the thoughts from the original test (dynamic equivalence.)  Other versions may be 

paraphrases, that is, versions where the author takes the original meaning and puts it into 

words independent of literal word by word translation.  Popular paraphrases include The 

Message and The Living Bible .  A paraphrase contains more interpretation than a 

translation does.    

 

You are free to choose from any of the versions or translations available.  If you prefer 

to read from a paraphrase, do keep the perspective of the author of the paraphrase in 

mind.  

 

By the same token the pastor may choose the version of Scripture to be read in worship.  

According to the Book of Order (W - 2 2005) , "The minister of Word and Sacrament has 

responsibility for the selection of the version of text from which the Scripture lessons 

are read in public worship.   If paraphrases are used, adaptations are made, or new 

translations are prepared, the congregation should be informed."    

 

In my case I use many different translations and paraphrases in my study and sermon 

preparation.  The one I rely on the most is the New Revised Standard Version (NRSV).   

I prefer this version because it strives to be as literal a translation of the ancient 

manuscripts as possible.  It incorporates text from ancient manuscripts such as the Dead 

Sea Scrolls that were not available prior to the 20 th  century.    
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It was translated and where necessary interpreted by a committee of over 30 scholars, 

men and women, from various Protestant denominations, the Roman Catholic and Eastern 

Orthodox churches and of the Jewish faith. Having such a diverse group of scholars 

involved makes it less prone to be biased in favor of one denomination or groupõs way      

of thinking. Finally, this is the version used in PCUSA seminaries and in many teaching, 

preaching and study resources provided through the PCUSA and other mainline 

denominations.   

Because I use the NRSV in study, I have been reading from it in worship.  After 

receiving your query, I have decided to reduce confusion and read from the same version 

as our pew bibles, the New International Version. That said, there will be times when I 

may choose to read from other versions.   

 

Dear Terry,  

Before you came, we said the Apostlesõ Creed printed on page 716 in our hymnals for our 

Affirmation of Faith.  Now our worship folders contain a different version of the 

Apostlesõ Creed.  The main difference seems to be that before we said, òI believe in é, 

the holy Christian  church,éó  Now we say, òI believe iné, the holy catholic  churchéó  

Why did we change?  

Confused 
 

Dear Confused,  Iõm so glad you asked this question.  What we say in worship matters a 

great deal not only to our minds but to our souls.  John Updike describes creeds as 

òpaths worn smooth in the raw terrain of our hearts.ó 
 

The Presbytery of Arkansas has an excellent resource on its website called Continuous 

Discipleship (http://www.presbyteryofarkansas.org/frmDiscipleship.aspx). Itõs a good 

place to look for information on what we Presbyterians believe.  The following statement 

is from the web page heading òConfessional Standards.ó 
 

òThe Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) states its faith and bears witness to Godõs grace in 

Jesus Christ in the creeds and confessions in The Book of Confessions. In these 

confessional statements the church declares to its members and to the world who and 

what it is, what it believes, what it resolves to do.ó Book of Order  G- 2.0100.ó 
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The Book of Confessions, Study Edition gives a good explanation of the evolution of 

the Apostlesõ Creed from the earliest days of Christianity to our present age.  

òThe phrase, ôholy catholic Churchõ came to prominence in the second century as a 

counter to the threat posed by heretical sects.  It was an affirmation of the 

universal church, understood to be that worldwide assemblage of local 

congregations unified with each other by their adherence to the teaching of the 

apostles and sanctified through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.óéóThe summary 

of the churchõs belief, as we find it in the Apostlesõ Creed, is the result of 

centuries of disciplined reflection on Scripture, developing tradition, and the 

experience of grace.   

The creed states the central mysteries without precisely explaining them, and thus 

invites the church and the individual believer to join the centuries - long exploration 

and appropriation of the riches of the ancient apostolic faith.ó  Book of 

Confessions Study Edition, pg 19.  

      

The Apostlesõ Creed printed in our worship folders is the contemporary version of 

the Apostlesõ Creed found in the Book of Confessions, in the PCUSA Hymnal, and in 

the Book of Worship.  We use this version in keeping with our denominational 

heritage as we òjoin in this centuries- long exploration and appropriation of the 

ancient apostolic faith.ó  

 

Let me know if you have any other questions about what we do in worship.   
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SUNDAYS IN AUGUST  

 

Sunday, August 1, 2010, the 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Communion Sunday 

Hosea 11:1-11; Psalm 107:1-9, 43;  

Colossians 3:1-11; Luke 12:13-34  

ñNo Need to Worryò 

 

Sunday, August 8, 2010, the 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time Isaiah 1:1, 10-20; Psalm 
50:1-8, 22-23  

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:35-48  

ñForgivenessò 

 

Sunday, August 15, 2010, the 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Blessing of Donations for the Food Pantry 

Isaiah 5:1-7; Psalm 80:1-2, 8-19  

Hebrews 11:29-12:2; Gospel Luke 12:49-56  

ñFocus on Faithfulnessò 

 

Sunday, August 22, 2010, the 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Jeremiah 1:4-10; Psalm 71:1-6  

Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke 13:10-17; 14:1-5  

ñSabbath Healingsò 

 

Sunday, August 29, 2010, the 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Jeremiah 2:4 -13; Psalm 81:1, 10-16 
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-24  

ñHumility and Hospitalityò  
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CHURCH USHERS AND GREETERS  
 

 Greeters     Ushers   
 

                    August      1  Irene Bere & Norm Hockley                                                  August  1          Sandy Erickson & Fred Taylor               

                   August  8   Bob & Gloria Wiles                                                                                                                                                               August  8  Bill & Mary Kerr  

     August 15    Ed & Peni Lloyd                                                                                                        August 15  Esther Roberts & Bonnie Reeves  

     August 22   Dave Brackett & Betty Aaron                                                                                                               August 22  Pat Erlewine & Elaine Matejka  

     August 29   Dick Sass & Norm Hockley                                August 29  Elaine Miller & Shirley Jones  

  

 
                                               

                                                      PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR. - 2010  
      August 1 First Conway                                 First, Prairie Grove  

      August 8 First, Morrilton                              First, Springdale  

      August 15 Wynne Church, Wynne                     First, Berryville  

      August 22 Faith, Pine Bluff                            First, Beebe  

      August 29 Central, Pine Bluff                          First, Little Rock  
       

PLEASE NOTIFY IRENE BERE  IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST .  

 

 

 
                                                                                               

                                                                                          BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES  

 

BIRTHDAYS      

 August  3 - Peni Lloyd                                August 23 - Irene Bere                                                                              

  August 18   -      Zachary Meyers                                             August 27 - Betty Mentlewicz  

 August 20 -  Bob Wiles                                      August 30 - Ada Jeffrey  

 August 22 - Phil Hoefer                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

 

 
 

   ANNIVERSARIES  

August 1 - Dale & Shirley Jensen                                   

                                                                                                                                                                         August 5 - Jim & JoAnne Kahm  

                                                                                                                                                                       August 22 - Phil & Jean Hoefer  

                                                                                                                                                                          August 25 - Dick & Elaine Matejka  

                                                                                                                                                                        August 27 - Scott & Sandra Dockham  
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LIBRARY LINES AUGUST  

 

The following is a list of the new fiction books:  

TAKE FOUR by Karen Kingsbury (the last book in the Above  

the Line Series). The following books are all by the author  

Susan Howatch and these books were donated to the library.  

THE WONDER WORKER and the following six books  

which are a complete series titled Church of England Series:  

#1 GLITTERING IMAGES, #2 GLAMOROUS POWERS,  

#3 ULTIMATE PRIZES, #4 SCANDALOUS RISKS,  

#5 MYSTICAL PATHS, #6 ABSOLUTE TRUTHS.  

A non-fiction book was also donated: CLAIMING THE  

BEATITUDES by Anne Sutherland Howard.  

Be sure and check the bottom shelf of the New Book rack and  

feel free to take the Christian Fiction paper backs that have been  

donated to the library.  

Thank you to all who so generously donate to our wonderful  

church library. If you have not checked out the library, please  

take the time to look around. Iõm sure you will find something 

interesting to read.  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  - Faye Brackett, Librarian  
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Presbyterian Women  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship  

 

We are in full swing now planning the reception for Rev. Terry and James Hart 

on August 28th, from 2pm - 4pm. More info coming soon!  

We celebrated our 57th year here in Bull Shoals on the July 18th, complete 

with cake & balloons.  

 
                                                           In Godõs Love, 
                             Irene Bere, Vivian Myers and Mary Kerr  

 

    

As we go into Fall it is time for P.W. to have meetings once more. As 

I work on Mission projects, some have come to my attention for the 

coming year. First and foremost is our Food Pantry collection of food 

and paper products. Another need brought to my attention is on a 

great need for feminine products. I believe we women all know what 

these items are.  

Another one of our projects involves Vera Lloyd Home. Items needed 

there are plastic cereal bowls, plastic glasses (any color), plastic 

food storage containers, hot pads, bath towels, wash cloths, & 

kitchen towels.  

Our meetings will begin September 7th. If we would each bring one 

item in each group we would make a good showing for our Church.  

 òLETõS MAKE A GOOD SHOWINGó 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Betty Aaron  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         -Mission Projects  
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 Christian Education  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 Vacation Bible School Hosts 41 Children!  

The Bull Shoals Community Vacation Bible School ôSON QUEST 

RAIN FORESTó has been a wonderful journey for the 41 

children who attended. They learned valuable bible lessons 

during the five days they attended. Some children said they 

wished the morning sessions were longer; others would have 

liked VBS to continue for more than a week. Bible lessons for 

each day were themed òGet Itó (Godõs message); òGet 

Foundó (parable of the lost sheep); òGet Godõs loveó (parable 

of the talents),  

Over all the lesson was our mantra, John 3:16.  

The attendees sang theme related songs with Terry Stone and 

experienced arts, crafts, animal and plant facts, and customs 

of the indigenous peoples from Nancy and Jerry Jacobs. And 

we canõt forget the yummy treats and Friday supper served by 

the awesome kitchen staff, supervised by Ruby Kowalke.  

The mission project again this year was the Bull Shoals Food 

pantry, to which the kids gave tons of non - perishable food and 

other products. Sharon Arra, director (AKA guide 

extraordinaire) and Sue Howe (AKA the monkey lady) would 

like to thank all the classroom teachers, classroom helpers, 

registration and kitchen volunteers, and donators of food and 

money. that have contributed to this yearõs VBS success! 


