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The Journey

Summer is nearly upon us and many are planning trips and vacations. When | was young, |
remember one aspect of my family vacation that was not very enjoyable. That was being crammed into
the back seat of the family car. | wastoo short to see out of the window and too tall to warrant a child s
seat. Trips longer than a few minutes found my mind wandering and wondering about my plight and
when it would end. There was one thought that caused my short attention span to become fixated and
focused. There was one question that occupied my entire stream of consciousness during long trips. This
was, Arewethereyet?

Now that | am 56 years old, | must confess that thisis still a question that haunts me. The mode
of travel has changed at least | can see out of the widows now. The destinations have changed. The
guestion, however, still persists. Arewethereyet?

I am not as concerned about the physical destination now. | have more adult matters that cause
me to focus my question. Arewethereyet? trand atesinto How long until ? Also my subject matter
changes. It isno longer a geographical destination but is a philosophical or religious musing. How | ong
until

| stop getting my feelings hurt when someone criticizes me?
| stop needing to control others?

| start taking sometime off for me?

Christians start acting like Christians?

Good people will have good things happen to them?

It occursto methat perhaps| am asking a question that defies an answer. Perhaps, | am asking
about arriving at a place of total perfection and complete harmony and wondering when my
wanderings will get me there. Perhaps | am asking when | will finally be all that God has meant for me
to be.

The answer, | suppose is, never. | suppose | mus t eventually admit that | will never achieve
perfection, even if | ask the right questions and do the right things. All | can ultimately be is on a
journey.

All of usare on a journey a physical, emotional a nd spiritual journey. Lifeis about taking this
journey. It isimportant to have an end place in mind aswe take our journey. (Asl| have said in other
contexts, You cant hit atarget unlessyou know w hat it lookslike. ) But the essence of lifeand li ving is
not the end point or place but the journey. Some are a little farther along than others, but not one of us
has arrived or hasit all right. Each of us,i f we are honest, has the nagging question, Am | th ere
yet? or Arewethereyet? And each of usknowst heanswer is, No.

Since everyone is on a journey, should this not provoke our tolerance and forgiveness? Should
this not demand that we give each other a break, cut each other some slack. and allow for each
other to make mistakes in their and our travels through life? Instead of thinking that we have reached
our destination which might allow us to judge others and their journey, perhaps we need to listen to
Jesus when he said, Judge not lest ye bejudged. Perhapswe need to pay attention to the Golden Rule
which reminds us that we should treat others aswe would want to be treated. Both mean that we and
others are on lifesroad on lifesjourney. So, A rewethereyet? NoO!' isthe answer. Are we all
journeying? Yes! Thank God we have a companion a nd aguide and thisisGOOD NEWS! Blessings,
Rev. Mark



CHURCH USHERSAND GREETERS
June 1 Betty Aaron, Peni Lloyd, Harry and Mirta Van Gorden
June 8 Ed Lloyd, Sandy Erickson, Jim and Phylli s Rowe
June 15 Sandy Erickson, Jack Kunath, and Dolores Heroux
June 22- Betty Aaron, Peni Lloyd, Bob and Gloria Wiles
June 29- Jack Kunath, Irene Bere, Esther Roberts and Sandy Erickson

WEST ENTRANCE GREETER
Bob Richardson

PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.-2007

June 1 Graham Memorial, Forrest City Elkins Church, Elkins
June 8 Grace, Little Rock First, Malvern
June 15 Barr Memorial, Norman Hopewell Church, Morrilton
June 22 First, Mountain Home First, Newport
June 29 First, Pocahontas Presbytery Staff

PLEASE NOTIFY IRENE BERE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE
ON OUR PRAYER LIST.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
Every Monday 8:00 p.m. AlcoholicsAnonymous meet in Christian Education room.

Every 2nd and 4th Friday Presbyterian Women meet in Memorial Hall at 1:30 p.m.
till 3pm to work on mission projects.

June 1st Communion Worship Service and After Church Fellowship in Memorial
Hall. Hosts will be: Troy & Betty Aaron, Irene Bere and Dolores Heroux. Don t forget
to sing the We Care cardsfor our sick & shut-in friends & family.

Tuesday, June 3 10:00a.m.- Presbyterian Women meet in Memorial Hall.
Friday, June 20-9:30am Session meetsin the Christ ian Ed. Room.

Monday, June 23-28-9:00am until 12:00pm Community Vacation Bible School at the
Community Bible Church.

Friday, June 27-5:00pm Family Night Picnic. Hosts will be: Tywllah Schauer, Irene
Bere, Sandy Erickson and Esther Roberts.

Sunday, June 29 6:00pm 5th Sunday Hymn hosted by Christ by the Lake Lutheran
Church.

| believe that at the center of the univer se there dwells a loving spirit who longsfor all that sbest in all of creation, a spirit
who knowsthe great potential of each planet aswell as each person, and little by little will love usinto being more than we
ever dreamed possible. That loving spirit would rather die than give up on any one of us.

Fred Rogers, LifesJourneysAccordingto Mr. Rogers Thingsto Remember along the Way



LIBRARY LINES

Thefollowingisalist of the new booksin thefiction section of thelibrary:

SNOW ANGEL by Jamie Carie, DISTANT HEART by Tracie Bateman, TOWARD THE
SUNRISE by Judith Pella, HOMEWARD MY HEART by Judith Pela, THE
MESSENGER by T. Davis Bunn, THE END OF THE AGE by Pat Robertson, and
JOSHUA - A PARABLE FOR TODAY by Joseph D. Girzone.

Thefollowing isalist of the new booksin the non-fiction section of thelibrary:

THE SPIRIT LEADERSHIP by Dr. MylesMunroe, HEALING PRAYER by Reginald
Cherry, M.D.,LOST INTHE AMAZON by Stephen Kirkpatrick, ONLY ANGES CAN
WING IT by Liz CurtisHiggs, FAITH IT SGOD GIVEN by Michaed S. B. Reid, THE
BATTLE BELONGSTO THE LORD by Joyce Meyer, THE POWER OF YOUR
WORDS by Billy Joe Daugherty, THE MINISTRY OF THE APOSTLE by Guillermo
Maldonado, SIGNIFICANT SEED PERPETUAL HARVEST by Ri ck Thomas, LIFE
LESSONSBY Wallace Hickey, THE MAKER SDIET by Jordan S. Rubin, and 90
MINUTESIN HEAVEN by Don Piper.

Many of these bookswere donated to thelibrary by church members. Wethank all of
you so much for all your support and donations.

The book of the month is90 MINUTESIN HEAVEN by Don Piper.

On the way home from a conference, Don Piper s car was crushed by a semi that
crossed into hislane. Medical personnel said he died instantly. While hisbody lay lifeless
inside theruins of hiscar, Piper experienced the glories of heaven, awed by its beauty and
music. Ninety minutes after the wreck, while a minister prayed for him, Piper
miraculously returned to life on earth with only the memory of inexpressible heavenly
bliss. His faith in God was severely tested as he faced an uncertain and grueling
recovery. Now he shares hislife-changing story with you. 90 Minutesin Heaven offers a
glimpseinto a very real dimension of God sreality. It encourages those recovering from
serious injuries and those dealing with the loss of a loved one. The experience
dramatically changed Piper slife, and it will change yourstoo.

Enjoy the books, Fayeand Vivian, Librarians



COMMUNITY VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL NEWS

Community Vacation Bible School for 2008 is fast ggoaching. The dates this year are
June 23 thru June 27 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.maeh day. The host Church this year is
the Community Bible Church. The theme for this yearis “Son Harvest County Fair”.

There will be a “County Fair” on Saturday, June 28h from 10 am till 12 noon. All
money raised will go to “Nothing But Nets”, an orgaization that supplies mosquito nets
to African families to prevent the spread of malara. This is also the mission project for
the week.

Craft supplies are needed! They are as follows: sriderra cotta flower pots, 1 and 2 liter
plastic pop bottles and 120z plastic water bottle®r crafts. A list of these items are posted
in Memorial Hall above a table where you may leavéhese items for V.B.S.

The V.B.S. food donation list will be forthcoming.

Please remember to pray for all our teachers, helps and each child attending this year.

For more information or questions contact Sharon Ara at 445-4928.



