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       Presbyterian “Connection” 
      June  2009     Volume 16     Issue 6      

                                           by Rev. Mark Lenneville 
                                                                “Saying Goodbye” 

The Session felt it was necessary to not renew my annual contract as your Stated Supply 
Pastor effective the 30th of June. It will be revisiting that decision on Friday June 19, 2009 at a 
Stated Session meeting to be moderated by Rev. Richard Shinkle, Committee on Ministry 
Liaison for the church. The church finances will be re examined to see if the church is able to 
afford a Pastor at this time. In addition, the bi-vocational nature of this call as it impacts on the 
church and me will be discussed. I will be taking some scheduled vacation time and a few 
additional days and be back in the pulpit on the last Sunday in June. 

For nearly three years, I have had the privilege to labor among you as your bi-vocational 
Stated Supply Pastor. You have let me into your hearts, heads, homes, and lives. I have been 
allowed to lead 157 worship services, participate in many meetings, enjoyed many fellowship 
events, conducted numerous workshops and classes, and attended to hundreds of phone calls. It 
has been a wonderful experience and Laura and I have been richly blessed. 

I decided to look back over these past 3+ years and try to capture what I was trying to say 
and do. Here are the themes of my ministry as your Stated Supply Pastor. 

“Encounter God Here!”  This is our individual goal as disciples of  Christ and the task 
of the church… to encounter God ourselves and help other people to encounter God. Through 
this encounter, we become reformed and transformed. Whether stated or implied, the church 
exists for no other human or Divine purpose. 

“Spiritual growth occurs through broadening and deepening the meaning of our 
operative religious symbols.” Symbols mediate a reality beyond the actual symbol itself. One 
of the things that God does is reveal who God is through religious symbols. The church needs 
to help people expand and deepen their understanding of the symbols of the faith. If an 85-year-
old church-going Christian thinks that communion is a “mid-worship snack,” she hasn’t grown 
in her faith. We are to be about the task of helping people to grow in their faith and relationship 
with God through symbols. 

“Form Follows Function!”    Before we set our budgets, organize our committees, set an 
agenda, do a project or program, or invoke the Book of Order, we need to be clear about what 
the purpose of the church and/or activity is. I believe that the purpose of all church life should 
be to help people to encounter God. The form (structure, budget, administration, rules, policies, 
etc.) therefore needs to help make this happen, not the other way around. 

“Leaders perform the ‘Executive Function’.” The pastor and the church’s leadership 
team need to discern the will of God for the church, articulate this vision to the membership, 
and set up the systems and structures to help the church move toward that vision. For 
Presbyterians, this often means tying the budget to the vision. 

Continued on page 2  
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“Normal isn’t always healthy.”  Because “we have always done it that way” doesn’t 
mean that it is what we are supposed to be doing. It also doesn’t mean that it is life-nurturing. 
For many churches, being “normal” seems to be more important than being healthy. We need 
to move toward being healthy. 

“You can’t hit a target unless you know what it looks like.” The pastor, the leadership 
team and the congregation need to have a clear “picture” of what God is calling the church to 
do, be or become. We must be able to articulate what this “picture” looks like. All activities 
need to be moving the church in that direction. Doing otherwise is a waste of time and energy 
and is not being faithful to the purpose of the church or God. 

“The sign of insanity is doing the same thing over and over and expecting different 
results.” If God’s expectation for the church is to grow and the church has been in decline, it is 
insane to think that doing what has always been done will help the church to grow. We need to 
stop being insane in our local churches, the Presbytery and the PC (USA). 

“Change is not the issue” We change all the time. Change is never the problem. 
Control is the problem. When we are in control of the change, we like it and thrive in it. When 
we feel that we have no control over the change, we get upset or resistant. If we believe, as we 
say we do, that God is in ultimate control and we only “see through a glass dimly,” then 
change becomes a welcome thing and not something to be feared or resisted, right? 

“Traditions demand challenging!”  Christ challenged the traditions of the day because 
the folks had lost the reasons for the traditions. He reminds us that all people are important to 
God and as a result, we need to treat each other with respect and dignity. We need to speak 
truth to power and challenge the traditions, especially if they don’t point us to our purpose…. 
to have and help others to have an encounter with God. 

“Leaders are ministry multipliers!”  Being a leader means multiplying the ministry of 
others, not subtracting from it or dividing it. The pastor, Session, and church leadership team, 
should never be stumbling blocks to doing Christ’s work but should be agents of 
empowerment. 

“Err on side of grace not judgment”: People feel the weight of criticism and judgment 
every day. The church needs to be the place where each person is welcomed, accepted and 
encouraged to grow closer to God, discover who and whose they are, “live into” their 
relationships, and not be judged or put down or criticized. 

These short sayings obviously cannot capture the complexity of the issues. They do help 
provide a summary of what I felt were important themes in my ministry as your Stated Supply 
Pastor. My prayer has been and will remain; that you will have an experience of the Divine and 
help others to have an experience of the Divine, as you minister in the Presbyterian Church of 
Bull Shoals. May God bless you as you have blessed me as we have labored to serve Christ. 

 

 In Christ, Rev. Mark 
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CHURCH USHERS AND GREETERS 
June   7       Paul & Mary Ann Smith, Harry & Mirta Van Gorden 
June 14       Arabella Richardson, Faye Brackett, Bonnie Reeves, Esther Roberts & Harry V. 
June 21       Sandy Erickson, Irene Bere, Norm Hockley, Bob & Arabella Richardson  
June 28       Nancy Soares, Betty Aaron, Norm Hockley, Sandy Erickson  
 

PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.-2008 
June   7       Graham Memorial, Forrest City                 Elkins Church, Elkins 
June 14       Grace, Little Rock                                         First, Malvern 
June 21       Barr Memorial, Norman                              Hopewell Church, Clarksville 
June 28       First, Mountain Home                                  First, Pine Bluff 
    

PLEASE NOTIFY IRENE BERE  IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE 
ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
 

Every Thursday at 10:00 a.m.– Coffee & Fellowship in Memorial Hall  
 
Every Thursday at 7:30 p.m.–  Choir Practice  
 
Rev. Mark and Laura will be on vacation June 1 through June 23.  
 
Tuesday, June 2—9:30 a.m.—Presbyterian Women (PW) will meet in Memorial Hall with 
Jean Lyon and Pat Erlewine, hostesses. Devotions by Joanne  Kahm.  Special 
Music.  Don't forget the non-perishable items for the local Food Pantry and a box of 
facial tissues needed in a  new Flippin Middle School project.  

Sunday, June 7– 10:00 a.m.– Randi Saba will be delivering the message for us while Rev. 
Mark is on vacation.   

Sunday, June 14-10:00 a.m.—Elaine Matejka will be delivering the message for us while 
Rev. Mark is on vacation.  

Tuesday, June 16 –7:00 p.m.– VBS Organizational meeting  
 

Friday, June 19—9:00 a.m.– Session meeting with Rev. Richard Shinkle moderating.  
 
Sunday, June 21– 10:00 a.m.– Interim General Presbyter Dr. Rev. Sallie Watson will be 
preaching for us while Rev. Mark is on vacation.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  
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BIRTHDAY WISHES  

 June 10– Bill Kerr 
June 11– Holly North 
June 15– Phyllis Rowe 

June 16– Elizabeth Pemberton 
June 20– Mercedes Haefer & Sharlo Cullison 

June 22 –Amy Schweickart 
June 27 - Helen Nevitt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

June 12, 1946 Bob & Betty Hobbs 

June 13, 1959  Paul & Mary Ann Smith 

June 16, 2000  Don & Elaine Miller 

June 20, 1992  Joe & Darcy Burghard 

June 21, 1975  Boyd & Faye Brackett 

June 26, 1943  Warren & Ellie Heydt 

June 27, 1985  Harry & Mirta Van Gorden      

 

 

www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  



 5 

LIBRARY LINES 
The non-fiction section of the library is in the back of the main library.  The books are 
categorized by the call # on the back of the books.  If you are looking for a specific topic, the list 
of call # topics can be found tacked to the book case as you go in the non-fiction room.  A list of 
the books are also kept in the file drawer by the library desk. The Reference books and 
biographies are also located in the back of the main library.   You can also ask Faye for help. 
We have some wonderful non-fiction books so please take advantage of them.  The book of the 
month is BELIEVE IN THE GOD WHO BELIEVES IN YOU by Rob ert Schuller. 
 

“The God who made you and cares for you believes in you!  He knows how special and unique 
you are.  He alone knows your full potential.  Even if you don’t believe in Him, He is always 
there waiting to guide you to a full and happy life.  He has even given you ten powerful,  positive 
affirmations--the Ten Commandments-- to build your self-esteem and set you on the road to 
success.  Let the world’s premier positive thinker, Robert H. Schuller, help you create a positive 
mental image of yourself and of the God who believes in you! He will show you the God of love 
who offers what no other force--or source--can:  a solid foundation for a healthy, humble pride.  
And if you thought the Ten Commandments were merely a set of negative, old-fashioned rules, 
think again!  Dr. Schuller has found them to be timeless, positive prescriptions for a renewed 
sense of self-worth that will help you live life to the fullest.  So accept Dr. Schuller’s positive, 
faith-building challenge: “Dare to believe in the God of the Ten Commandments--the God who 
believes in you!”’ 
 

Several new books have been added to the library:  GRACE FOR THE MOMENT by Max 
Lucado (non-fiction) and fiction books: WHERE DO I GO?, GETS ROLLING, and GETS 
DECKED OUT By Neta Jackson; A GIFT OF GRACE by Amy Clipston (Amish), THE 
PRESENCE by Bill Myers, TAKE ONE by Karen Kingsbury, and SHADOWS OF 
LANCASTER COUNTY by Mindy Clark (Amish).  
 

 Enjoy the books.  Faye Brackett, Librarian 
 
 
 

Psalm 29 

Ascribe to the LORD, O mighty ones, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the splendor of his 
holiness. The voice of the LORD is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the LORD 
thunders over the mighty waters.  The voice of the LORD is powerful; the voice of the 
LORD is majestic.  The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars; the LORD breaks in pieces 
the cedars of Lebanon.  He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, Sirion like a young wild ox. 
The voice of the LORD strikes with flashes of lightning. The voice of the LORD shakes 
the desert; the LORD shakes the Desert of Kadesh. The voice of the LORD twists the 
oaks and strips the forests bare.   And in his temple all cry, "Glory!"  The LORD sits 
enthroned over the flood; the LORD is enthroned as King forever.  The LORD gives 
strength to his people; the LORD blesses his people with peace.  
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Getting to Know the Gospel of Mark 
Each of the three lectionary years we focus on the stories from a different synoptic Gospel. Synoptic is a word 
that means “similar.” The first three Gospels – Matthew, Mark, and Luke – are called the synoptic Gospels 
because they have a lot in common. This is Year B (until next Advent at the end of November) and so the 
Gospel is Mark. 
 Mark is an interesting book. It is the shortest of the Gospels – only 16 chapters – and most scholars think 
that it was the first Gospel to be written, probably sometime around the year 65. This means that, like all of the 
other Gospels, the book was written by someone who did not know Jesus personally. However, they 
undoubtedly heard stories that had been passed along by Jesus’ closest friends. Nowadays, when we share 
stories we may not be too concerned about the details, because we know we can probably find written material 
to back us up. In those days, people told stories a little more accurately because they knew that most of the 
time they were the only source of a story. 
  Bible detectives will sometimes wonder things like: Why did this person take this out of a story? Why did 
this person add this to a story? What made this author change this story? 
 No one will ever know the answers to these questions but sometimes through good research we can come up 
with ideas. Most important of all, however, is simply knowing that each Gospel tells us wonderful things about 
Jesus. They are all unique and all very special. 
In June the lectionary offers three readings from Mark. Here are some interesting things about the stories: 
June 14 – Mark 4:26-34 
• Verses 26-29 are unique to Mark – he seems to be setting up the story of the mustard seed. 
• Verses 30-32 – Mark’s story of the mustard seed is slightly longer than either Matthew 13:31-32 or Luke 

13:18-19. They all say the same thing, but Mark’s story is a little fuller.  
• Matthew gives several parables about the kingdom or empire of God, but Mark offers just these two. 
• In Jesus’ time, images of trees suggested great empires – thus the mustard tree is a good image for the 

empire of God. Also, the “birds of the air” could represent poor and oppressed people, who find a place in 
God’s empire. 

June 21 – Mark 4:35-41 
• Matthew, Mark, and Luke all include this story of Jesus calming the storm. 
• Mark gives more little details than the other Gospels: the storm is “great;” Jesus is asleep on a cushion; the 

words Jesus speaks to the storm (“Peace! Be still!”) are included. 
• When Jesus speaks to the disciples, he says something a little more intriguing than in the other Gospels: 

“Why are you afraid? Have you still no faith?” That word still suggests that Jesus thinks their faith should be 
growing. Jesus suggests that that is the direction they should be going. 

June 28 – Mark 5:21-43 
• Matthew, Mark, and Luke include both of these stories about the woman who has had a hemorrhage (had 

been bleeding) for 12 years and about Jesus restoring life to a little girl. 
• Mark offers more details than the other writers, including much more about people’s feelings.  
• In verse 40 Jesus takes only the girl’s parents with him into her room. Matthew suggests that Jesus went 

alone and Luke is ambiguous, suggesting that either Jesus went on his own or had some disciples and the 
parents with him. 

• The image of Jesus and the girl’s parents seems tender and personal.  
• Mark includes a couple of intriguing little details about Jesus and the little girl. In verse 41, he includes 

Jesus’ Aramaic words talitha cum which mean “Little girl, get up.” In verse 42, Mark tells us that the girl got 
up and walked about and that she was 12 years old, which makes the story seem more real.  

• The girl’s age is the same as the number of years the woman mentioned earlier had been ill – perhaps 
signifying “a lifetime.” Jesus heals and brings new life to both of them. 

      Taken from the May 2009 Editors Clip Sheets  
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
                   The Christian Education Committee is concentrating on VBS coming up July 
20th - 24th, time 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. The Presbyterian Church is host church 
this year.  Many volunteers from our church are needed. I can’t stress that enough.  
There are many jobs to be filled yet.  About sixty children attended last year. The 
theme is “Kingdom of the Son-Prayer Safari”. Sounds like it will be fun with the 
African animals for lessons & crafts. 
 

              We need volunteers for the following jobs:  Helpers are needed for all grade 
levels and workers are still needed in the following areas: Craft Helpers, Nursery, 
Set up crew on Sunday July 19th at 2:00 p.m. and a clean up crew on Saturday the 
25th of July.  An organizational meeting will be June 16 at 7:00 p.m. here at the 
church.  
 

             Check the bulletin board in our church’s office for jobs & to sign up. If you want 
to help & do not see a job that you like to do, we will find one for you.  The need is 
great to help these children learn God’s word & His love for them.  Food sign-up 
sheets will be available by the middle of June.   
 
May God bless you & keep you in His care.  
Shirley Jensen, Co-Moderator  
Randi Saba, Co-Moderator  
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We had a small group May 5, 20009, but we all received a blessing. Mary Kerr had a 
wonderful devotion and our hostesses had homemade coffee cake and delicious rolls.  
Betty Aaron and Irene Bere did a beautiful job! 
 

I am leaving on vacation the 28th of May. My son John is getting married on May 31, and 
two grandchildren are graduating from High School, so we can’t miss these important 
dates in our children’s and grandchildren’s lives!  
 

Irene Bere will conduct our meeting and Joanne Kahm will do devotions. Hostesses this 
month are Jean Lyon and Pat Erlewine so plan now to attend. It will be on June 2nd at 
9:30 a.m. 
 

A big thank you for a very successful Ice Cream Social.  Thank you for all your generous 
donations of brownies & cakes and toppings, nuts & whip cream, also for all our great 
helpers & dippers. A big thank you for Peni Lloyds beautiful afghan.  We received 
$120.00 in donations & Peni’s friend Karen Tett won. Our total was $700.00 and we 
already gave the Food Pantry of Bull Shoals $200.00 and now we must get our care boxes 
together for our Service men & women.  It is a wonderful blessing! We all receive one & 
the people we give to receive one! We all had a great time! P.W. will not be meeting in 
July or August.  
 

Your Moderator on vacation, 
Elaine Matejka  
 

Psalm 20 

  May the LORD answer you when you are in distress;  may the name of the God of Jacob 
protect you. May he send you help from the sanctuary and grant you support from Zion.  May 
he remember all your sacrifices and accept your burnt offerings. May he give you the desire of 
your heart and make all your plans succeed.  We will shout for joy when you are victorious and 
will lift up our banners in the name of our God.  May the LORD grant all your requests.  Now 
I know that the LORD saves his anointed; he answers him from his holy heaven with the 
saving power of his right hand.  Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the 
name of the LORD our God. They are brought to their knees and fall, but we rise up and stand 
firm. O LORD, save the king! Answer us when we call! 
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DEACON CORNER 
GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY DAYS (G.O.D.)—2009 

“Baskets of Love” 

  The Deacons’ annual Golden Opportunity Days during May were filled with many 
exciting and good things! 

   First, we hosted a fun-filled afternoon of Bingo at Care Free Living for the residents. We 
served refreshments and there were “delicious” prizes for the winners—and there were 
many! Each resident received a May basket filled with candy and a little gift which was 
donated by Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard (Peni Lloyd), along with other goodies for the 
folks to enjoy. We were delighted that our own Dorie Ulmer and Julie Chorn, who live 
there, could join in the fun.  

  On Mother’s Day we were blessed with a special Mother’s Day sermon by Rev. Mark.  
Each woman was presented with a lovely   carnation from our “Baskets of Love”. 

  On Sunday May 17th, we recognized our youth who are active in the church: Dacia 
Brown, Mary Mahoney, Roger Simons II, Mercedes and Ciera Haefer, Zachary Meyers, 
Garrett Carpenter, Tania Alarcan, Samantha and Tiffani Calmenero and Rob Hurt. What 
a blessing they are to us. Rev. Mark and Deacon Pat Erlewine presented each student with 
a McDonald’s coupon book.  

  On Tuesday May 19th the Deacons sponsored the monthly Family Night Supper with 
Dotty Smith, Director/Manager of the Bull Shoals Food Pantry, as our speaker. Members 
of the Food Pantry Board were our special guest. They, along with Food Pantry volunteers 
from our church family, were recognized. The Deacons had chosen the Food Pantry as this 
year’s local outreach mission project during G.O.D., and our church family was very 
generous in keeping the “Baskets of Love” in the Narthex filled with nonperishable food 
items from week to week. These food items and money were presented to Mrs. Smith. 

  The Board of Deacons thanks each person who participated in any way in G.O.D. We 
needed you to make these golden opportunities “realities.” God Bless you for your prayers, 
your presence at the Worship Services, at the special activities and for reaching out to 
continue to support the Food Pantry, for helping to feed those in need in our area. To God 
be the glory for what has been accomplished. 

 

Pat Erlewine 

Deacon Moderator 
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~~~~NOTES FROM SESSION~~~~ 
Session Minutes will be posted on the bulletin board in the office and on the church website after they 
are approved. You may come by to read them or we will make a copy if you wish. In the newsletter we 
will let you know the actions taken by the session at the previous meeting. All stated session meetings are 
open to the whole congregation for observation. You may address the session by letting the Clerk (Vicky 
Bair) know in advance and she will put you on the agenda. You may have a voice but no vote on actions. 
Remember that everyone is invited to be on any committee they feel called to serve on (where you do 
have a voice and vote as a member of this church). Committees bring items to the session for vote. 
 

April 17, 2009  

It was voted to have a Called Session Meeting Friday, April 24th at 9a.m.  The Deacons were 
invited to come. 

It was voted unanimously to remove “Hearing a report on the financial health of the church” 
from the purpose of the Called Congregational Meeting on Sunday, April 19th. 

It was voted that since Communion is to be served on Pentecost Sunday (May 31st) that there 
will be no Communion in June. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK  YOU  

Dear Church Family, 

Just wanted to share the wonderful news...I’m finally finished with school :) I could not 
thank each and every one of you enough for all your love and support along the way! You 
all mean the world to me and I could not have succeeded without you. I truly appreciate 
all the cards, emails, prayers and scholarships! You all are wonderful people and 
continue to be a blessing in my life! Thank you for helping me grow into the person I am 
today. No matter what the distance may be between us, you will always be in my heart. 
God Bless!  Tiff  
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EVERY Thursday   10 a.m.—11 a.m.        Coffee Fellowship  

EVERY Thursday   10 a.m.—11 a.m.        Coffee Fellowship    
                                                             EVERY Thursday   7:30p.m.                      Choir Practice  
                                                        

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
9:30 am–P.W.   

3 4 5 6 
 
Church clean up 

—9 a.m.  

7 
Randi Saba  

will be giving 
the msg.  

 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
8 pm– AA 

9 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 

11 
 
 
 

 

12 13 

14 
 

Elaine 
Matejka will 
be giving the 

msg.  
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
8pm-AA 

16   
 
 
 
 
7 pm VBS mtg.  

17 
 
 
 
 

18 19 
 

9 am– Session  
Rev. Shinkle 
Moderating  

20 
 

 

21 
Dr. Rev. Sallie 

Watson to 
preach 

 

22 
 

3p.m-Historical 
Society  

 
8pm-AA 

23 
 

 

24 
 
 
 
 

25 
 

 

26 27 

28 
 

Rev. Mark 
returns to 

preach 

29 
 
 
 
 

 
8pm-AA 

30  
 
 
 
 
 

   

       

JUNE 2009 

 

Rev. Mark will be on Vacation from the 1st to the 23rd  
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THIS WE BELIEVE 
June 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,  
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

John 3:16  
  

                                                                         ~MISSION STATEMENT~ 
“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ and spiritually led to guide all people 

 to be active doers of the Word”   Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  
 

CHURCH STAFF 
Minister: Rev. Mark Lenneville-Stated Supply, Church Secretary: Debbie Heroux 

Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Peni Lloyd 
Financial Secretary: Dick Sass, Asst. Financial Secretary: Elaine Miller 

 
                                                                                       DEACONS 

    Class of 2009            Class of 2010         Class of 2011   
                                         Jini Sass                  Bill Kerr 

                                                      Elaine Matejka           Gloria Wiles           Irene Bere 
                                                      Pat Erlewine               Betty Aaron          Sandy Erickson 

 
                                                                                     THE SESSION 

    Class of 2009            Class of 2010         Class of 2011 
                                                      Norm Hockley              Bob Wiles             Peni Lloyd 
                                                      Randi Saba             Tywllah Schauer        Mary Kerr 
                                                      Shirley Jensen       Harry Van Gorden    Al Holtkamp 
 
 
 
 
Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    
P. O. Box 687 
Bull Shoals, AR.  72619 

 

 

 

 

 

STAMP  


