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       Presbyterian “Connection” 
      November  2008     Volume 15     Issue 11          

                                           by Rev. Mark Lenneville 
 

In 1787 and in 1801 the Presbyterian Church was on the forefront of change and raising the 
awareness of Americans to the evil of slavery. In the General Assemblies of both years Presbyterians 
condemned the institution of slavery. The church divided however as to the best way to deal with the 
issue. Some called for immediately sending the former Africans back to their countries. Others suggested 
that the process of emancipation should be gradual because of the perceived impact on Blacks and 
Whites, the economy and the culture. The church divided into the Old School, New School, Presbyterian 
Church in the north and Presbyterian Church in the South on how to handle the slavery issue. Nearly 75 
years later the nation was at war. The war in some parts of this country is still being fought. 

In 1840 the Presbyterian Church led the way in calling for women’s right to vote. There were 
Presbyterians on both sides of the suffrage argument. President Woodrow Wilson’s uncle, a Presbyterian 
Minister was quoted as saying, “There will no longer be a South worth living for or dying for,” as a voice 
of opposition to women voting. Finally after 80 years, the 19th Amendment was passed. 

The Temperance Movement would not have happened if it had not been for Presbyterians 
opposed to the sale and consumption of liquor. This movement which was over 100 years in formation 
reached its climax in the 18th Amendment of 1919. Longtime supporters of prohibition had their views 
codified into public law and this not only shaped American life during the 1920s but in subsequent years 
after its repeal in 1930. 

Presbyterians were in the forefront of the debate over teaching evolution in schools.  William 
Jennings Bryan, lawyer, Presbyterian elder and Moderator of the General Assembly, won the law suit 
that prohibited teaching evolution in public school. This was in 1925 and although the debate still rages, 
evolution has been taught and continues to be taught in American schools. 

Presbyterians have been on both the cutting edge and behind the times of societal, cultural, and 
moral changes. Whether it has been going to or conducting war, dealing with the legalization of abortion, 
status of immigrants, apartheid, capital punishment, stem cell research, the economy, equal rights, the 
ordination of homosexual persons...and the list goes on and on, Presbyterians have been on all sides of 
the debates and arguments. People of good faith, strong intellect, and sound conscience have struggled 
with the issues and in many cases staked their reputations, careers and fortunes on one side or the other.  
Presbyterians have not taken nor do they take cultural issues lightly but see each as an expression of 
God’s presence or perceived absence in the world. 

When Presbyterians are at our best, we are respectful and open to hearing each other’s 
perspectives. When we are at our best we go to the Bible for insight and go to God for guidance on how 
we should respond. When Presbyterians are at our best we remain open to God showing us different 
perspectives or ways of looking at God’s design for each of us individually and our society collectively. 
When Presbyterians are at our best we recognize the limitations of human understanding and insight 
and live out the motto of the Presbyterian Church which is “Reformed and always being reformed.” 

As we enter into a period of discernment about recommendations of the latest General Assembly, it will 
be important for all of us to be “at our best.” We will need to listen to each other and to God, to pray 
constantly, and to be open to the Holy Spirit’s movement within and through us. We need to rise above 
what some observe as what has become the accepted modes of public discourse, that of demonizing each 
other, labeling each other or shaming one another because of differing opinions or world views.  Let’s be 
Presbyterians at our best as we wrestle with the issues of our day in a Christ-like way  
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CHURCH USHERS AND GREETERS 
November  2 –Harry Van Gorden, Arabella Richardson, Bonnie Reeves & Esther Roberts 
November  9 --Bob & Gloria Wiles, Dr. Roger Simons & Sandy Erickson  
November 16 –Norm Hockley, Irene Bere, Paul & Mary Ann Smith 
November 23 -Bob & Gloria Wiles, Mary Haggart & Rebecca Walker 
November 30– Sandy Erickson, Tywllah Schauer, Faye Brackett & Gail Sanderson   
 

WEST ENTRANCE GREETER 
Bob Richardson 

 
 

PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.-2007 
November 2    First, Paragould                                                             Highland, Hot Springs 
November 9    Mountainburg Church, Mountainburg                               Retired Ministers 
November 16  Hope, Cabot                                                                                First, Stuttgart 
November 23  Memorial Church, Atkins                                                  First, Walnut Ridge 
November 30  Kirk of the Hills, Fairfield Bay                       One-O-One Church, Gamaliel 
    

PLEASE NOTIFY IRENE BERE  IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE 
ON OUR PRAYER LIST. 
 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
 

Every Wednesday night at 7:00 p.m.– Bible Study  
Every Thursday at 10:00 a.m.– Coffee & Fellowship in Memorial Hall 
Every Thursday at 6:30 p.m.–  Choir Practice  
Every Thursday at 7:30 p.m.–  P.A.W.S. (Presbyterian Actors Workshop) 
Sunday, November 2– Daylight Saving Time ends.  Set your clocks back at 2:00a.m.  
 

Sunday, November 2– Communion and After Church Coffee.  Bill Kerr, Paul & Pat Graham and  Betty 
Craig will host.  Don’t forget to sign the “We Care” cards for our sick and shut-in friends and family.   
 

Tuesday, November 4– 10:00a.m. -Presbyterian Women meet in Memorial Hall.   
 

Friday, November 7– 9:00a.m.– Christian Education meeting in the Christian Education Room.  
 

Saturday, November 8– 10:00a.m.– Worship Team Meeting in the Christian Education Room. 
 

Sunday, November 9– Stewardship Sunday  
 

Wednesday, November 19– 1:30 p.m.– Deacons meeting in the Christian Education room.  
 

Friday, November 21– 9:00a.m.– Joint Session and Deacon stewardship training session in Christian Ed. 
Room. 
 

Friday, November 21– 5:00p.m.– Family Night  Potluck in Memorial Hall.  
 

Saturday, November 22– 9:00 a.m.– Hanging of the Greens and Church Clean up with a Chili Lunch. 
 

Sunday, November 23– 6:00p.m.– Community Thanksgiving Worship Service hosted by Christ By The 
Lake Lutheran Church.  EVERYONE WELCOME!  
 

Thursday, November 27– HAPPY THANKSGIVING– OFFICE CLOSED 
 

Friday, November 28– OFFICE CLOSED IN CELEBRATION OF THANK SGIVING 
 

Sunday, November 30– 1st Sunday of Advent  
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS  

Tuesday, December 2– 10:00 a.m.– Presbyterian Women meet in Memorial 
Hall. 

Friday, December 5– 9:00 a.m.- Christian Education committee meeting in the 
Christian Ed. Room. 

Saturday, December 6– 1:00 p.m. till 4:00 p.m.– Holiday Open House at Rev. 
Mark & Laura Lenneville’s home. 709 Locust, Bull Shoals.  

Sunday, December 7– Communion Worship Service, Stated Congregational 
Meeting, Budget Results,  Election of the Leaders and  After Church 
Fellowship.   

Saturday, December 13– Happy Birthday Rev. Mark! 

Sunday, December 14– Ordination & Installation of Deacons & Elders. 

Friday, December 19– 9:00 a.m.– Session meeting in Christian Ed. Room. 

Saturday, December 20- (PAWS)  dress rehearsal for Christmas Play. 

Sunday, December 21– Christmas Play 

Wednesday, December 24– No Bible Study until Wednesday, January 7. 

Wednesday, December 24– 6:00 p.m.– Christmas Eve Candlelight Service. 

Thursday, December 25-January 5– Office Closed for observance of the 
Holidays. 
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LIBRARY LINES 
We now have the “History of Bull Shoals Presbyterian Church” on a CD 
which is located on the video shelf in the library. We also have some new and 
very interesting non-fiction books that have been donated, and these can be 
found displayed on the library book cart in the Children’s Library. 
EVERYDAY LIFE IN NEW TESTAMENT TIMES by A. C. Bouqu et,  
THE JOY OF ACTIVE PRAYER by Dr. Bill Bright, 
EARTH PRAYERS FROM AROUND THE WORLD by Elizabeth Ro berts 
and Elias Amidon,  
A COURSE IN MIRACLES VOLUME 1 TEXT, VOLUME 2 WORKBO OK 
FOR STUDENTS, and VOLUME 3 MANUAL FOR TEACHERS 
(Foundation For Inner Peace).  
 A book of fiction Christmas stories by various authors was also donated:  A 
GIFT OF LOVE. 
 
We thank all those who so generously support our library and make it such a 
big success for all to enjoy. 
 
Next month we will be putting out the Christmas books. 
 
Enjoy the new books, Faye Brackett, Librarian  
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 MISSION MINUTE 
By Faye Brackett, Mission Co-Moderator 

 

      “The Presbytery of Arkansas has a vital mission through its 15,470 members, 93 
congregations, Lyon College, the University of the Ozarks, Vera Lloyd 
Presbyterian Home and Family Services, and Ferncliff Camp and Conference 
Center.  Many congregations have small memberships but have a large 
involvement in mission. 
     Barr Memorial Presbyterian Church in Norman had no pastor for ten years.  
During that time six elders died.  The remaining fifteen members were concerned 
about the decline but unable to take action.  The church was rarely open for 
anything other than Sunday services.  Under the leadership of the moderator, Dr. 
Gary Jones, the session put their faith in action.  Members spent two years  
renovating the manse, which had major problems.  They called Jerry Kennedy, a 
commissioned lay pastor, who arrived in 2003. Through Jerry’s leadership, 
members found new life ministering to the community. 
     The church now offers exercise classes for adults and an English as a second 
language course.  Hispanic worship services are held twice weekly.  It is hoped that 
the Hispanic children who faithfully attend the regular worship and youth activities 
will be part of the next generation of Presbyterian leaders.  The church’s pianist-- 
who was taught to play in the 1950s by Gretta Cunningham Barr, her pastor’s wife-
-now teaches piano.  A food pantry is open weekly.  Saturday night movies give the 
area’s youth a safe haven. 
     A monthly e-newsletter informs the congregation.  Members created and 
maintain a flower garden that glorifies God and honors their loved ones.  The 
church’s doors are now open every day.  God’s Spirit is moving.”  (This was taken 
from the 2008 Mission Yearbook.)  Faye Brackett, Mission Co-Chair. 

******************************************* 
THANK YOU 

Dear Members of Bull Shoals Presbyterian Church, 

   It was an honor to speak in Sunday Worship on October 12. 

    The box of school supplies, alarm clocks, storage bags, boxes of Kleenex, placemats, 
Calendars, lap quilt and pillow went to Monticello on the 15th, along with the quilts, one 
blanket and girls sleeping bag.  WOW!   Thank you all for the kindness shown toward 
our youth!  

Peace, Virginia Scott, Church Relations Coordinator/Vera Lloyd  
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NEWS OF GAMMA HOUSE 

 
As of August 15, 2008 the Session agreed that the responsibility for Gamma House & Funds be 
designated to the Mission Committee. On this date, with the agreement of the Session, a request was 
sent to the Presbytery for seed money to assist Gamma House. 

 

We received the seed money from the Presbytery for $3000.00 and the Mission Committee also held 
a Garage/Bake Sale for Gamma House raising $536.00. 

 

The Deacons have given Gamma House $1,300.00 to pay for part of their new heating and air 
system.  The Missions Committee has sent Gamma House $1,600.00 from the seed money, to pay for 
the rest of their heating & air. Thanks to everyone, they will have heat this winter. 

 

We are not done assisting Gamma House. We will be building 3 closets for them and have cleaned & 
painted another room.  Keep your eyes & ears open for more opportunities to help!   

 

Blessings, 
Mirta Van Gorden 
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 HELP NEEDED FOR TEXAS HURRICANE VICTIMS 
 

The Presbytery’s new disaster Response Team would like to challenge each of you and our 
congregation to give “bucket bucks” to help with cleanup efforts on the gulf coast. If you go to 
Home Depot and buy all the contents for one bucket, it would cost $50. Presbyterian Disaster 
Assistance can order the supplies in bulk and build the same bucket for $25. As gratifying as 
it is for us to shop for actual scrub brushes and rubber gloves, getting double the bang for our 
buck is too good to pass up.  

The choice is ours. We can do a “both/and”. We can collect goods to go into the buckets 
(the list of supplies follows at the end of this note) or, see how many buckets our congregation 
can donate at $25 apiece. A “bucket per member” might not be possible, but we could give 
five, ten or fifty.  

While cleanup and recovery are the first priority, Bucket Bucks will also be used to build 
and provide hygiene kits (soap, shampoo, etc), baby kits (essentials for babies) and children’s 
kits (to brighten a child’s day while they are being sheltered). Your dollars will be spent 
directly for this mission. 

The need for these buckets is tremendous!  If the local PODS (points of distribution) in 
Texas are serving 2.2 million clients, that translates into about 2.2 million households. If every 
household got two buckets, well, you can do the math. 

Thanks to funds authorized by our new Presbytery Disaster Response Team as well as a 
generous gift from Second Presbyterian Church in Little Rock, the order for the first 1000 
buckets has already been placed. Once that order arrives, some help will be needed to 
assemble the buckets and pack them for shipping to Houston. A group from the Presbytery 
will deliver the buckets, as well as a group to deliver and assemble a “volunteer village” which 
we currently have in storage at Ferncliff. 

The Presbytery of Arkansas is partnering with Grace Presbytery on the bucket project and 
on their delivery to Houston. We live and move within a wonderfully connected group of 
believers, don’t we? 

Checks can be made payable to “Ferncliff” and earmarked “bucket bucks” or “emergency 
relief buckets” and put in the offering plate.  We will collect the donations and send them 
straight to Ferncliff. Here is a list of supplies needed for cleanup buckets. 

 

* One five-gallon bucket with resealable lid                     * Five scouring pads 
* Seven sponges, assorted sizes                                         * One scrub brush 
* Eighteen cleaning towels (reusable, like Easy Wipes®) * One 50-78 oz. box dry laundry detergent 
 * One 12 oz. bottle of liquid concentrated household cleaner (like Lysol®) 
 * One 25 oz. bottle liquid disinfectant dish soap (like Dawn®) 
 * Fifty clothespins                                                             * Clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.                 
 * Five dust masks 
 * Two pairs latex gloves (like Playtex®)                          * One pair work gloves 
 * 24-bag roll of heavy-duty trash bags (33-45 gallon)   
 * One 6-14 oz. bottle of insect repellent (drops or lotion, not aerosol) 

 
Let’s help our brothers, sisters, and children in this Hurricane ravaged area of our 

country. 
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Giving Thanks . . . Every Day 
For most people in the United States, the fourth Thursday of November means things like turkey and 
pumpkin pie, watching a parade or a big football game on television, and perhaps a special visit with 
family. This is Thanksgiving Day, and these are some of the traditional ways of celebrating this festive 
holiday. 
 Some families use this day as an opportunity to share with others. Some like to reflect back on the 
past year and thank God for all that has happened. 
 Rather than just celebrating Thanksgiving for one day, here is a way to give thanks to God each day, 
in a special way: 
 There are seven Thanksgiving Sentences, one for each day of the week. At some point during the day, 
perhaps during your evening meal, invite everyone to begin a line of a prayer with the line for the day: 
 

Day 1: I thank you, God, for . . . (things) 
 List one or more things that you are thankful for. 
Day 2: I give you thanks, even though . . .  

Think of a time when things were tough, and yet you were able to thank God. An example might be “I 
give you thanks, even though I am sad that there is hunger in the world.” 

Day 3: I give you thanks, because . . .  
Think of something special in the world or in your life that makes you want to thank God, such as “I 
give you thanks because the sun shone today.” 

Day 4: I give you thanks that . . .  
What is something wonderful that has happened, or something that you enjoy? Maybe something like 
“I give you thanks that my sister shared her toys with me.” 

Day 5: I thank you, God, for . . . (people) 
 List some people that you appreciate. 
Day 6: I thank you God, and . . .  
 Name something you want to do to show that you are grateful to God.  
Day 7: I give you thanks when… 

Think of a time when you have felt grateful, such as “I give you thanks when I hear music.” 
 

As well as saying your prayer each day, here are some ways to express your prayer visually: 
• Make a centerpiece for your table with objects that represent the things you are giving thanks for 

each day. This may require some creative imagination. For example, how might you express thanks 
for the sun shining, or how might you express sadness, or other feelings? 

• Create a graffiti sheet. Hang a large piece of paper on the wall and invite people to write one or two 
words on it, expressing their prayers. This could also work well if you find that not everyone can be 
present at the same time to join in the prayers. They can write theirs on the sheet at different times 
during the day, and others can read them when they have time. People might use different colors so 
you know who has written what. 

• If someone in your family enjoys scrapbooking and you have supplies, you can make scrapbook pages 
for your prayers. Use your imagination. You could do a page for each day, including each person’s 
prayers. Or people might want to do their own pages and you can compare them. Alternatively, you 
could do a page per week, so that there are a variety of prayers expressed on the various pages.  
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DEACONS CORNER 
On October 2nd Deacons Irene Bere, Sandy Erickson and Pat Erlewine visited Gamma House 
and presented its Director, Carolyn Gill, a check for $1038.31 to be applied toward a badly 
needed new heating and air conditioning system. 

   A total of $2,134.00 for the benefit of Gamma House (the Deacons 2008 local mission 
project) was donated by members and friends of the church during the Deacons annual 
“Golden Opportunity Days”), which ran from May 1st to July 31st. From the total amount 
collected, expenses of $1095.69 were paid for the refurbishing of a room we adopted (lumber, 
new carpeting, preparing the walls for painting, paint) electrical supplies for extensive work 
done throughout the House and outside, for plantings, etc.) 

Carolyn told us of all the happenings—the blessings—that have taken place since our church 
started this project and made the community aware of Gamma House’s many needs: donation 
of a van and a computer, the donation and installation of a privacy fence. Also, the First Baptist 
Church of Mountain Home is remodeling the kitchen and the pantry, and a Christian 
Motorcycle Club is going to redo the roof over the play room. 

Our sincere thanks to all who helped in any way to get this project underway and help to bring 
to the attention of the community the many needs of Gamma House, a transitional home for 
homeless women and their children. For what is being accomplished…to God be the glory. 

Moderator of Deacons 

Pat Erlewine 
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PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BULL SHOALS 

2009 BUDGET 

 

The budgeting process for the Church has been underway since August and many, many 
thanks to all the Moderators and their committees for their great amount of time, effort, 
understanding and commitment. 

For the first time, the budgeting process has been a “bottom-up” concept rather than a 
“top-down” process.  Each Moderator and committees defined their goals, needs, and 
wants, and prioritized their recommendations. 

Next week, all members and friends will receive the Church mailing which will include 
the 2009 Budget, a personal data sheet and survey, and a pledge card, with the following 
schedule of events for your planning: 

              Sunday, October 26, 2008                                               Church Budget Mailing 

              Sunday, November 9, 2008                                          National Stewardship Sunday 

              Sunday, November 23, 2008                                 All Member and Friends Canvass 

              Sunday, December 7, 2008                                      Announcement of Budget results 

 

The Session has recommended that the church leadership conduct an all member and 
friends canvass this year, which will be the first for our church in over twenty years.  The 
purpose of the canvass will be to update your personal information for our church 
records, but more importantly, to listen for how the church can enhance our individual 
and collective Worship of God through all aspects of the life and work of the church. 

There are a number of great ministries that are underway to enhance the church’s 
witness to Christ’s presence and your personal comments, participation, and overall 
input are greatly appreciated. 

 

In Christ’s Service, 

Peni Lloyd, Moderator– Finance Committee 

Bob Wiles, Co-moderator-Finance Committee 
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~~~~NOTES FROM SESSION~~~~ 
Session Minutes will be posted on the bulletin board in the office and on the church 
website after they are approved. You may come by to read them or we will make a copy if 
you wish. In the newsletter we will let you know the actions taken by the session at the 
previous meeting. All stated session meetings are open to the whole congregation for 
observation. You may address the session by letting the Clerk (Vicky Bair) know in 
advance and she will put you on the agenda. You may have a voice but no vote on actions. 
Remember that everyone is invited to be on any committee they feel called to serve on 
(where you do have a voice and vote as a member of this church). Committees bring 
items to the session for vote. 
 

September 18, 2008 
 

 *It was voted to approve the Evangelism Committee job description as presented.  
 
 

 * It was voted take the recommendation from the Membership Committee to drop 10 
members from the rolls and move 9 members to the inactive list.    
 
 

 *It was voted to have Village Carpet of Mountain Home install new outdoor carpeting 
for the entranceways, not to exceed $1000.00.  

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + +  

 

CONTACTING REV. MARK  
Rev. Mark has a new toll-free number for church business. It is 866-541-1964. This 
number will "find" Rev. Mark where ever he is. Also feel free to call him at his other 
numbers: 
 
870-277-4509 Bull Shoals 
417-423-8107 Lampe 
866-541-1964 toll-free 
870-480-8869 Cell 
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Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals 
903 Walnut, P.O. Box 687   

Bull Shoals, AR.  72619  (870) 445-4622 
presch@bullshoals.net 

www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com   
 
 

THIS WE BELIEVE 
November  

 Do not be conformed to this world,  
but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, 

 so that you may discern what is the will of God. 
Romans 12:2 

 
                                                             ~MISSION STATEMENT~ 
“We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ and spiritually led to guide 

all people to be active doers of the Word” 
                                       Approved by Session on November 16,2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Minister: Rev. Mark Lenneville-Stated Supply 

Church Secretary: Debbie Heroux 

Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair 

Church Treasurer: Peni Lloyd 

Financial Secretary: Dick Sass 

Asst. Financial Secretary: Elaine Miller 

 

                                                                        DEACONS 

    Class of 2008             Class of 2009          Class of 2010    

                                         Bill Kerr                                                      Jini Sass 

                                        Irene Bere             Elaine Matejka           Gloria Wiles 

                                    Sandy Erickson        Pat Erlewine                       
 

                                                                       THE SESSION 

    Class of 2008             Class of 2009          Class of 2010  

                               Arabella Richardson      Norm Hockley            Bob Wiles 

                                       Vicky Bair                                                Tywll ah Schauer 

                                       Mary Kerr                Dolores Heroux      Harry Van Gorden 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

2     
* Communion—    
After Church   
Fellowship 
*Drama  
* Daylight Saving 
Time Ends 

3 
 
 
 
 
8pm-AA 

 4 
10 a.m.- PW  

5 
 
 
 

 

6  

 

 

7 
9a.m. C.E. Mtg.  

8 
Happy Birthday 

Tom Rensing  
 

10a.m. Worship 
Team Mtg.  

9    Happy Birthday 
Dale Jensen 

 

Happy Anniversary 
Kenny & Debbie 

Heroux 
 

Stewardship 
Sunday 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8pm– AA 

11 
Happy Birthday 
Sandy Erickson 

12 
 

13 
Happy Birthday 

Charlie Lowe 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Charlie & Shirley 

Lowe 

14 
 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
8pm– AA 

18 
 

19 
 
1:30 Deacons mtg.  

20 
 

21 
Happy Birthday 
Roger Simons II 
 

9 a.m. Session/
Deacon stewardship 
training.   
 
5 p.m. Family Night 

22  
  9 a. m. –Hanging  
o’ Greens & 
Church  Clean up 
w/Chili lunch 
 
 

Happy Anniversary 
Claude & Jo 
Shonkwiler 

23 
Community 

Thanksgiving 
Service at  Christ 

By The Lake 
Lutheran Church 

6p.m.  

24 
 
 
 
 
 

8pm– AA 

25 
 

26 
 

27  Happy Birthday 
Forrest Meyers, 
Kenny Heroux, 

Ed King 
 

Thanksgiving Day 
Office Closed 

28 
 

Office Closed  

29 
 
 

30 
1st Sunday of 

Advent 
 

Happy Birthday 
Jim Kahm  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

                            

NOVEMBER  2008 
EVERY Wednesday 7:00 p.m.                Bible Study 
EVERY Thursday   10 a.m.—11 a.m.       Coffee Fellowship   
EVERY Thursday   6:30 p.m.—7:30p.m.  Choir Practice  
Every Thursday    7:30 p.m.                    PAWS                  


